RICHELIEU
historians, however, allege that, to facilitate matters, the
abbe had falsified the record of his birth, and that the
Pope, though forgiving him, exclaimed: This young man
will be a truly great knave!5 Both anecdotes seem equally
probable, and quite reconcilable: is not the Pope's accusa-
tion of knavery, accompanied by absolution, in itself a
fresh testimony of esteem?
On April 17, 1607, during the festival of Easter,
Richelieu was consecrated in Rome as Bishop by Cardinal
de Givry.
He thereupon returned to Paris, a twenty-two-year-
old prelate, easy in mind at last about his immediate
future, and certain that the revenues of Lugon would not
be diverted from his family. He completed his theological
degrees, arguing his thesis before a dazzled audience. He
chose as epigraph the scriptural words, 'Quis erit similis
mihi?' If he was reproached for the boastfulness of the
reference, he could easily retort that he was thinking not
of himself but of God and Holy Church. But in his secret
heart, must not he have assured himself of that superiority
which he had so amply proved, and cherished dreams of
power and sovereignty, which, somehow or other in time
to come, that superiority would give him?
Two days after this triumphant dissertation, he boldly
requested to be enrolled amongst the doctors who formed
the college of the Sorbonne. Fearing lest his youth should
prevent him from being taken altogether seriously, he was
at pains to conceal it by procuring honours generally
reserved for maturity and for wisdom acquired by long
experience. In October he obtained his desire, again by
concessions from the rule. In the name of his exceptional
genius, he claimed a constant right to exceptional treatment.
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